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b 1611

Mr. MEEKS of New York changed his 

vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no’’. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

PENCE). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 3, 2001, and 

under a previous order of the House, 

the following Members will be recog-

nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

b 1615

AMIGOS TOGETHER FOR KIDS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

PENCE). Under a previous order of the 

House, the gentlewoman from Florida 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 

minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 

one of the most special aspects of our 

everyday lives is to be blessed with 

true friends. Amigos Together for Kids 

is an organization that has been in ex-

istence since 1991, and under the direc-

tion of Jorge Plasencia serves the 

needs of south Florida’s forgotten chil-

dren, those who are abused, neglected 

and abandoned. 

Now celebrating its 10th anniversary, 
Amigos has many friends who have 
committed their energies toward the 
success of its programs, including Rox-
ana Fernandez, Mirta Fuentes, Paul 
Hanson, Victoria Rodriguez, Daniel 
Rodriguez-Cuesta and Jorge Rouco, to 
name just a few. 

The Amigos programs include Ami-
gos Doctors for Kids, Children Helping 
Children, The Birthday Club, The Holi-
day Toy Drive, The Back-to-School 
Drive, and a new and ambitious pro-
gram to serve adolescents in our area 
in south Florida. 

Congratulations, Amigos Together 
for Kids. You are definitely fulfilling 
your mission of making south Florida’s 
less fortunate young people feel truly 
loved. We really appreciate your dedi-
cation to our community’s future, our 
children.

f 

OPPOSE FAST TRACK 

LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
LYNCH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise again 
in opposition to the so-called Fast 
Track legislation that will be debated 
in this House over the next 2 days. I do 
so for several reasons. 

Firstly, because Fast Track con-
tradicts the clear requirement of the 
United States Constitution, which 
vests the responsibility in this body, in 
the House of Representatives, to regu-
late trade with foreign nations. It also 
vests the power in the Congress to 
make any necessary laws for the exer-
cise of that authority. 

Secondly, I oppose Fast Track be-
cause it requires that these negotia-
tions, very detailed, complicated nego-
tiations, with great impact for not 
only our generation but those to come, 
it requires that these negotiations 
occur in secret; not in open debate on 
the floor of the House, but in secret. 

I also oppose Fast Track because of 
our own past experience. We have seen 
what Fast Track has brought us, and 
we have been shown that it is a poor 
way to conduct, establish, and imple-
ment trade policy. 

We have seen what it has done for 
workers, both in the United States and 
Mexico, through the example of 
NAFTA. We see now multinational cor-
porations, General Motors, closing 
down plants in the U.S. and moving 
them over the border into Mexico, 
where our own auto workers are now 
forced to compete with auto workers in 
Mexico making 67 cents an hour. That 
is what Fast Track has brought us. 

We have seen what it has brought to 
our environment, where corporations 
are continuing to seek to escape, avoid 
and evade responsible environmental 
standards in this country in order to go 
to other countries and to make a prof-
it, make a profit by avoiding respon-
sible environmental behavior. 
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